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FIR on Azamgarh Voter over VVPAT claim

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: The Election
Commission has lodged an
FIR against a man in UP’s
Azamgarh for falsely clai-
ming that his VVPAT slip
was different from the party
he had voted for in Saturda-
y’spolls.

The action followed a vi-
deo-graphed “test vote” that
debunked the claim.

initially
told Arvind Rajbhar (25)

Poll officials

that he had a misunderstan-
ding, but he stuck to his
stand.

“The test vote was then
conducted in front of all
agents and VVPAT remai-
nedthesame. Theentirepro-
cedure was recorded as evi-
dence,” UP chief electoral
officer Navdeep Rinwa said.

Rajbhar was later han-
ded over to police, followed
by an FIR under IPC Section

177. This pertains to furnis-
hing false information to a
publicservant.

In earlier poll phases, at
least three voters in UP’s
Kheri and Mohanlalganj al-
leged in videos that their
VVPAT slips were different
from their EVM option.

Two remained untrace-
able. Another accepted on
video that her claim was fal-
se.
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SIBAL ISSUES LIST \
TO VERIFY AGAINST
'EVM TAMPERING'
FOR RESULTS DAY |

|
1.
HT Correspondent \ \

|etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Rajya Sabha MP |

Kapil Sibal on Sunday issued a
. checklist for all political parties
and their counting agents and |
directed them to check whether
the Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) have not been tampered ,

with.

“You all know that the voting
results will be out on June 4. 1
want to make the public and the
political parties aware of what
you should do when the
machines (EVMs) open. So, I '
have made a chart for all the par-
ties and all the counting agents. |
In this chart, the CU (control |
unit) number, BU (ballot unit)
number and VVPAT ID will be
present. The third column is
very important. 4th June 2024is
written in the third column and
the time when the machine will
be opened is written below. If
there is any difference in this
time, then you will know that the
machine has already been
opened somewhere,” Sibal said.

He added that a serial number
of the control unit will also come
in written format and counting
agents and political parties will
have to matchit.

“When the total poll vote |
comes, then lookat it carefully so
that when there are more votes
in the counting, the problem may
come again. Keep in mind two
things: do not press the result
button until the verification is |
done in the above column and if
there is a difference between that
timing and the timing of the
result, then there is something
wrong. I would like that all politi-
cal parties and all the candidates
who are sitting there should
carefully check the first column
and get it opened only then,” the
senior advocate said.

Six phases of polls have been
completed. The last phase of |
polling will be held on Junel. |

ASERIAL NUMBER |
OF THE CONTROL |
UNIT WILL COME IN ﬂ

T

WRITTEN FORMAT
AND COUNTING
AGENTS AND
POLITICAL PARTIES
WILL HAVE TO ’
MATCH IT: SIBAL




A U sHEes e (R gy s w1y, s

VAR 7 BT AT . 20, T A L R R AT MAY 207 r-l

Phase 6 turnout rises to 63.4%,
exceeds polling in previous lap

With 82.7%, Bengal Clocks Highest Voting Across India

BhartiJain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Overall voter
turnout in the Lok Sabha -
tion’s sixth phase held on Sat-
urday stood revised to over

63.4% by Sunday evening, ’ :

beating the Phase 5 polling
percentage that at 62.2% re-
mains the lowest so far. How-
ever, the turnout for Phase6 is
, still way lower than the poll-
ingin first four phases.
Polling data officially
shared by the Election Com-
mission at 11.45 pm on Satur-
day had put the Phase 6 turn-
out at 61.2%. It has since been
constantly updated via the
EC’s voter turnout app as
more polling parties returned
and submitted their reports,
resulting in a 2.2 percentage
points jump over the polling
day figure. Also, the Phase 6
turnout is now 1.2 percentage
points higher than Phase 5
polling, notwithstanding the
high temperatures recorded
inmany of the constituencies
that went to polls on Saturday.
Theturnoutdata for Phase
6,as available on the EC app at
10 pm on Sunday, is almost fi-
. nal as no repolls were sched-
uled after scrutiny held on
" Sunday inthepresenceof can-

FIGURE REMAINS UNCHANGED 1N UP
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didates or their agents, sourc-
es told TOI. However, the cur-
rent turnout figuresfor all the
phases are based on EVM
votes and dq not factor inpost-
al ballots since the latter are
counted only on results day.
The overall turnout in
NCT of Delhi stood revised to
58.7% on Sunday evening
from 57.7% at 11.45 pm on Sat-
urday. This is, however, still
lower than the 60.6% turnout
recorded in 2019. All the seven
parliamentary  constituen-
cies in Delhi too have clocked
lower turnouts as compared
tothelast Lok Sabha election.
As per data available on
the voter turnout app on Sun-
day evening, North East Delhi

parliamentary constituency
witnessed the highest polling
inthestate at 62.8%. Like 2019,
New Delhi clocked the lowest
turnout at 55.4%, followed by
South Delhiat56.4%. The poll-
ingpercentage on Sunday eve-
ning was 57.8% in North West
Delhi, 58.6% in Chandni
Chowk, 58.8% in West Delhi
and 59.5% in East Delhi.
Statewise turnouts, as up-
dated in the voter turnout app
by Sunday evening, show the
biggest rise of 4.9 percentage
points in Odisha, up from
69.6% at Saturday 11.45 pm to
74.5% on Sunday evening. Al-
so, there wasaclimbof 4.4 per-
centage points in Haryana, up
from 60.4% at Saturday 11.45

pm to 64.8% on Sunday eve-
ning. The uptick was also sig-
nificant in Odisha; the revised
turnout was 4.1 percentage
points higher that the 69.6%
polling declared by EC to-
wards the end of pollingday.
West Bengal saw a 3.2 per-
centage point jump from 79.5%
t082.7%, possibly due to polling
parties having taken time to re-
turn from the remote polling
stations. The rise in turnout in
Jharkhand was around 1.6 per-
centage points, in Bihar 1.9 per-
centage points, in J&K 0.5 per-
centage points and in Delhi, 1
percentage points.
The turnout figure for UP
wasalmost the sameas Saturday.
The Commission had on
Saturday said it will publish
the updated voter turnout fig-
ures for Phase 6 by May 30.
Turnouts— which are pres-
ently based on EVM votes and
do not include postal ballots
which are counted only on re-
sults day — have fluctuated
through the phases, with Phase
4 having recorded the highest
polling at 69.2%, followed by
66.7% in Phase, 66.1% in Phase
and65.7% in Phase 3. The graph
dipped to the lowest at 62.2% in
Phase 5 but has since climbe
back to63.2% in Phases6.
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2 arrested with
smuggled gold
worth z1.63 cr

Varanasi: The Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence sle-
uths recovered 2.38 kg gold
worth Rs 1.63 crore with the
arrest of two personsfroma
trainat Banaras railway sta-
tion. They were produced

beforea courtandsent to jail
on Saturday,

The gold was smuggled
through Bangladesh and
was being taken to Delhi to
be delivered to a trader
when the DRI caught the
duo., According to DRI, ac-
ting on a tip-off, its sleuths
reached Banaras railway
station on May 24 night and
caught Ashish Rana of Pa-
schim  Medinipur West
Bengal and Tapas Midya of
Karol Bagk Delhi from New

Delhi Superfast train,

—¢ Y U
e

c - 'l"lv l
had to be
given in'Delhi

i frisked, gold
)]lqagxfdhs]gand jewellery
were found tied aro-
und the waist of the two
with the help of clothes.
They failed to produce
any documents in support
of the recovered gold. The
DRI officials took them un-
der custody and sent the
gold for ex nation. The
e
in we
l\jglue of g‘&umt!mated
% R’?ll;esa t:foosr;uulers con-
fessed that they had boar-
ded the train to deliver the

’gnmﬂé in Delhi.
ms; said that a jeweller,

owns shops in Delhi
:'1:: Varanasi;had engaged
Rana and Midya to deliver
the gold, which was smugg-
led via Bangladesh and rea-
ched up to Varanasi thr_o-
ugh WB, at his Delhi unit,
against the payment of Rs1
lakh.
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‘Lucknow: Women voter tur-
nout percentage was less till
four phases in comparison to
men, but in the fifth phase
more women walked up to
polling booths to practise
their right to adultfranchise.

Uttar Pradesh polling da-
ta accessed exclusively by
TOI revealed that in phase 1,
the men voter turnout per-
centage was 62.52% while it
was 59.53 % for women. Inthe
second phase, men registe-
red 56.71% and women
53.43%, in third phase, men
were 58.88% and women 56.01
9, while in the fourth phase
menrecorded 59.48°% and wo-
men56.79% polling.

In the fifth phase, the wo-
men voter turnout percenta-

gewas

tomen’s57.81%. Ther as
0.7% more, but it was e
first time, women participa-
tion wasmore.

Further analysis revea-
led that in at least 18 parlia-

]

yimi

HOW WOMEN VOTERS FARED

47,85,533 (62.52%)

~ Phasel (8PCS) 1,44,01543 | 7654658 61,46,136 | 40,15,877 (59.53%)
Phase2 (BPCs) | 167.77,198 | 9026051 5118221 (56.71%) | T1,50,356 | 4141317 (5343%)
Phase3 (10 PCs) | 1.89,14788 | 10144345 50.73,390 (58.88%) | 87,69,696 | 49,12,255 (56.01%)
Phase 4 ) | 2.4747,007 | 13182341 | 7840235 (59.48%) 1,15,63,739 | 656,703 (56.75%)
Phase 5 (14 27136363 | LAMDS,09T | 327,121 (5781%) | 121:30,186 74,48.276 (58.51%)

men voter turnout was in Sa-
haranpur at 64.22%. The
same constituency also re-
gistered the highest male vo-
ter turnout at 67.86 %.

In 21 constituencies, male
voter turnout was more than
60%.

hil

registered lowest women tur-
noulincompariscn(cmen.ll
was 50.23%, 50.96% and
50.73%, respectively.

In terms of male voters,
the reserved seat of Kaus-
hambi registered the lowest
50.43% turnout.

mentary const Wo-
men voter turnout was more
than 60%. The highest wo-

es like Lucknow, Kanpur and

The Ghaziabad constitu-
ency with maximum electors
istered

reserved seat

R e

(29,45.487), the

highest 826,789 male voter
turnout in absolute num-
bers, and for women it was
6,42,455.

Thesame constituency al-
so registered the highest
dmpinmaleandfemalevuter
participation in absolute
numbers. For men, it was
796,717 and for women
6,79,349.
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